Gloria
Schumpert
James

Entrepreneur and
Businesswoman

Gloria Schumpert James is an African American
businesswoman operating in a predominantly white,
male business world. She is the president of F.B.
Schumpert Lumber Company, Incorporated. A native
of Columbia, South Carolina, James is the only child
of Frederick Benjamin and Bessie Barber Schumpert.
Educated in Richland County public schools, she grad-
uated from C.A. Johnson High School and received the
Bachelor of Science degree from Virginia State College
in Petersburg, Virginia. She then returned to Columbia
and joined the family business.

F.B. Schumpert Lumber Co. originated in Chapin

SC in the early 1900s when James’ grandfather, J.A.
Schumpert, operated a turpentine business to supple-
ment his farming income. The turpentine business
involved tapping pine trees. When his business was no
longer viable, her father EB. Schumpert established a
logging company and sawmill company.

In 1939, James’ father established F.B. Schumpert
Lumber Co. at its current location in Columbia. For
the first four decades, the company primarily manufac-
tured and sold framing lumber to the home building
industry throughout the eastern seaboard. As the suc-
cess of any company depends on its ability to keep pace
with changes in the marketplace, this company has had
to diversify.

Today, the FB. Schumpert Lumber Co. also manufac-
tures and sells wood shipping components to industries
and the government. These components include pal-
lets, skids, boxes, crates, and specified cut lumber.

Business and industry research indicate that the vast
majority of family run businesses do not survive

the transition from one generation to the next. F.B.
Schumpert Lumber Co., however, is a third generation
family business that has managed to grow and prosper
because of its solid foundation and current leadership.

Establishing and operating a successful business of this
type in the early part of the 20" century was quite an
accomplishment for a Black family in the segregated
South.
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James and her husband, Marshall E. James, continue to
uphold the reputation of their company by providing
excellent goods and services to their customers. The
company is celebrating 65 years of doing business in
the Midlands of South Carolina.

James and her company have received many awards
and recognitions, including the 1981 Economic
Stability Award from the South Carolina Governor’s
Office of Small and Minority Businesses and the
2000 Supplier of the Year Award from the Midlands
Minority Supplier Development Council.

Her community involvement includes board member-
ships on the Carolinas Minority Supplier Development
Council, River Alliance, Greater Columbia
Community Relations Council, and the Historic
Columbia Foundation. She has also served on the
boards of Heathwood Hall Episcopal School, Children
Unlimited, St. Lawrence Place, and the Eboni Dance
Theater.

She is affiliated with Mt. Zion Baptist Church in
Chapin, SC, and is a member of the Second Calvary
Baptist Church, Columbia Chapter of Links, Inc.,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the NAACP.
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1

Langston Hughes was born in 1902.

Groundhog Day

Ernest E. Just, biologist, received
the Spingarn Medal for pioneering
research on fertilization and cell
division, 1914.

2

Geraldine McCullough won the
Widener Gold Medal for Sculpture
in 1965.

3

Rosa Parks was born in 1913.

4

Henry “Hank” Aaron, the home
run king of major league
baseball, was born in 1934.

p)

Jonathan Jasper Wright elected
to South Carolina Supreme Court
in 1870.

6

Eubie Blake, pianist, was born in
1883.

7

Oprah Winfrey became the first
African American woman to host a
nationally syndicated talk show in
1986.

8

In 1995 Bernard Harris became the
first African American astronaut to
take a spacewalk.

Roberta Flack, singer, was born in
1940

10

Clifford Alexander, Jr., became the
first African American Secretary of
the Army in 1977.

11

Abraham Lincoln was born in
1809.

Congress enacted the first
fugitive slave law in 1793.

12

Joseph L. Searles became the
first African American member
of the New York Stock Exchange,
1970.

13

Valentine’s Day

Frederick Douglass was horn in

14

Henry Lewis was named director of
the New Jersey Symphony in 1968.
Nat King Cole died in 1965.

15

Joe Frazier became World
Heavyweight Boxing Champion by a
knockout in 1970.

16

Michael Jordan, basketball player,
born in 1963.

17

Author Toni Morrison (born Chloe
Anthony Wofford) was born in 1931.

18

William “Smoky” Robinson was
born in 1940.

19

20

Frederick Douglass died in 1895.

Presidents’ Day

Malcolm X was assassinated in
1965.

21

George Washington was born in
1732. Julius Winfield “Dr. J” Erving
was born in 1950.

22

W.E.B. DuBois born in 1868.

23

In 1864 Rebecca Lee became the
first African American woman to
receive an M.D. degree.

24

Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) won
World Heavyweight crown in 1964.

25

Singer “Fats” Domino was born
in 1928.

26

Marian Anderson, opera singer,
was born in 1902.

27

Richard Wright’s Native Son
published in 1940.

28

Leap Years, February 29:

Hattie McDaniel became the first
black (male or female) to win an
Oscar (for Best Supporting Actress)
for her role as Mammy in Gone
With The Wind in 1940




