
Paul and Wendy C. Brawley are co-founders of 
IMARA Woman, a statewide lifestyle and per-
sonal-growth magazine for women of color.  Paul 
Brawley is also president and CEO of Brawley 
Business-Government Solutions, Inc., a technol-
ogy consulting firm specializing in information 
technology, project management and electronic 
commerce. 

He simultaneously holds the position of vice- presi-
dent and chief financial officer of IMARA Woman. 
As a corporate partner, Wendy Brawley is founder 
and president of Events Unlimited, Inc., a confer-
ence planning and events management company in 
Columbia. She maintains the position as publisher 
and CEO of IMARA Woman.  

A graduate of Limestone College, Paul Brawley 
earned a dual Master’s degree in business and 
management from Webster University.  In addi-
tion to serving formerly as deputy director in the 
Division of Economic Opportunity-Office of the 
Governor, he also held the title of deputy director 
for the Office of Information Systems in the South 
Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS).  

Brawley implemented the innovation of replacing 
paper food stamps with electronic benefit cards 
when he worked as electronic benefits transfer 
administrator in DSS.

Paul Brawley serves on numerous professional and 
community boards including former member-
ship on the Board of South Carolina Families for 
Kids and current membership on the Board for 
Interfaith Community Services for South Carolina 
and the Palmetto Department Group/Housing 
Consortium. 

In 1995 he was honored with South Carolina’s  
Order of Palmetto and subsequently received 
Smithsonian Institute Computerworld Medal for 
innovation in the public sector. 

Paul Brawley
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Wendy Brawley is a graduate of the University of 
South Carolina and alumna of Webster University 
where she earned a Master’s degree in Business 
Management.  She has obtained the Certified 
Meeting Professional designation, making her one 
of only 19 certified meeting planners in the State 
of South Carolina.  

Among a variety of local and statewide boards, 
she serves on the Central Carolina Community 
Foundation Board, Columbia College Board of 
Visitors, and the South Carolina Community 
Bank’s Board of Directors. 

In 1998, Wendy Brawley was named Minority 
Business Person of the Year by the Greater 
Columbia Chamber of Commerce. She was select-
ed by the ConventionSouth Magazine as “Meeting 
Planner to Watch in the New Millennium” in 
2000, 2001, and 2002.  

She has served on the S.C. Chamber of 
Commerce’s Minority Outreach Task Force and 
is currently a member of the S.C. Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors.  She is also a mem-
ber of the National Coalition of Black Meeting 
Planners.   

The Brawleys are active members of the St. Phillip 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Eastover. 
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 St. Patrick’s Day

Writer Ralph Ellison was born in 
1914.

Senate refuses to seat P.B.S. 
Pinchback of Louisiana in 1876. 

Los Angeles Sentinel founded by 
Leon H. Washington in 1933.

Marcus Garvey, Black nationalist, 
arrived in America from Jamaica, 
1916.

Pearl Bailey was born in 1918.

Dr. Jerome H. Holland elected to the 
board of directors of the New York 
Stock Exchange in 1972. 

Clifton Wharton is sworn in as 
ambassador to Norway in 1961. 

Freedom’s Journal founded in 1827.

NBA star, Moses “The Mailman” 
Malone was born in 1954. 

15th Amendment was enacted in 
1870.

Carole Gist was crowned fi rst Black 
Miss USA in 1990. 

Harriet Tubman died in 1913.  

Jackie Robinson made his 
professional debut as a member of 
the Montreal Royals in 1946.

AME Zion Church organized in S.C. 
in 1867.

Jack Johnson, fi rst Black 
heavyweight champion, was born 
in 1878.

Garrett A. Morgan, scientist and 
inventor, was born in 1877. 

Lorraine Hansberry play, Raisin 
in the Sun, opened on Broadway 
in 1959. 

Charlie Pride, country singer, was 
born in 1938.

Poll Tax ruled unconstitutional in 
1966.

Blanche Kelso Bruce of 
Mississippi elected to full term in 
U.S. Senate in 1975. 

Andrew Young was born in 1932. 

Nat King Cole was born in 1919.

William H. Hastie confi rmed as 
Federal District Judge of the 
Virgin Islands in 1937.

Dred Scott decision handed down 
by Supreme Court in 1857.

 
Fannie Lou Hamer, activist, dies, 
1977.  

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe was published 
in 1852.
 

Arthur Mitchell, dancer and 
choreographer, was born in 1934.

First cadets graduated from 
fl ying school at Tuskegee in 
1942.  

Quincy Jones, composer and 
musician, was born in 1933.

Selma march began in 1965.

Slavery abolished in New York in 
1799.
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