
“In conducting the affairs of their family business, the Aikens are an embodiment of 
strong family values and dedicated service to their clients and the community.”  

Charles and Valerie Aiken, owners of the only African American licensed, Medicare-certi-
fied Home Health Agency in South Carolina, are the embodiment of strong family val-
ues and dedicated service to the community. Their 20-year career in Home Health Care 
Services includes seven offices in South Carolina and one in Augusta, Georgia.

Valerie Aiken was initially exposed to the Home Care Industry in 1981, inspired by her 
mother’s own 30-year career as a home care worker. She knew then that this would be 
her lifelong career and finds it rewarding when “you enable persons to recover in the 
comfort of their own home, and they tell you that you are a blessing from God.” Valerie 
is guided by the belief that “you must be able to immerse yourself in the culture of the 
client you are caring for and manage the service you provide within that culture.”

Charles Aiken began his career in television broadcasting at WLTX-TV where he was one 
of the first African American news anchors in Columbia. After moving to WIS-TV where 
he worked as a reporter/anchor and executive producer, he left television in 1988 to join 
his wife in the home health business.

The couple met while attending the University of South Carolina. Together, they have 
earned a number of “firsts” and personal and professional accomplishments. Among 
their numerous awards and recognition for community service, including Valerie’s 
YWCA’s twin award, the Girl Scouts of America’s Trailblazer Award, the Madame C.J. 
Walker Award for Entrepreneurship and the Local Executive Director of the Year Award, 
the couple most cherishes the Outstanding Families of the Year nomination they received 
at the National Black Family Summit.

They are the proud parents of two daughters and one adopted daughter, and surro-
gate parents to several nieces and nephews. Valerie, the first African American to win 
Dreher High School’s pageant, has passed this legacy on to her daughters. Kirsten Aiken, 
the younger daughter, is a former Miss Spelman College. Kimberly Aiken was the first 
African American to win Miss South Carolina in 1993, and later won the big one as she 
was crowned Miss America in 1994.

The couple’s legacy to their family and community is their belief that service is more than 
helping others; it is making life-long connections and establishing direct relationships 
with those whom you serve. They believe that this is how to get a better grasp of the 
community and  ‘how you are a part of it, and in doing so, take pride in what you do.’

Charles and Valerie Aiken
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Emancipation Proclamation issued 
in 1863.

William Lloyd Garrison began  
publishing The Liberator, an  
abolitionist newspaper, in 1831.

Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. was elected 
chairperson of the House Committee 
on Education and Labor in 1961. 

Grace Bumbry, opera singer, was born 
in 1937.

George Washington Carver 
died in 1943.

The World Anti-Slavery Convention 
opened in London, 1831.
John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie, famed 
musician, died in 1993.

Marian Anderson made her debut in 
the Metropolitan Opera House in 1955. 

Fannie M. Jackson, educator and first 
African American woman college 
graduate in the US, was born in 1836.
Butterfly McQueen, actress, born in 
1911. Fisk University established in 1866

Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence founded in 1957.

Charles W. Anderson becomes first 
African American member of the 
Kentucky Legislature in 1936. 

The Congressional Black Caucus 
organized in 1971.

Don Barksdale became first African-
American person to play in an NBA 
All-Star Game in 1953

John Oliver Killens, novelist, was born 
in 1916.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in 
1929.

Jefferson Franklin Long took oath 
of office as first African American 
Congressman from Georgia, 1871.

Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) born 
in 1942.

Robert C. Weaver became first 
African American presidential cabinet 
member, 1966.

Freed Blacks organized Savannah, GA’s 
first Baptist church in 1788.

Barbara Jordan, congresswoman, was 
born in 1936.

William Brown-Chappell, pioneer 
aviator, was born in 1906.

Nat Turner, leader of the Virginia slave 
revolt, was born in 1800.

Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, pioneer in 
surgery, founded Provident Hospital in 
Chicago, IL, in 1889

Coach Clarence “Big House” Gaines 
won record 800th college basketball 
game in 1990.

Sojourner Truth addressed the first 
Black Women’s Rights Convention, 
1851.

Bessie Coleman, first African American 
woman aviator, born in 1893.
Angela Davis, activist, born in 1944

Leontyne Price, world-renowned 
opera singer, made her debut at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, 1961.

Astronaut Ronald McNair died in Chal-
lenger explosion in 1986. Oprah Winfrey born in 1954.

William Wells Brown, novelist and 
dramatist, published first Black drama, 
Leap to Freedom, 1858.

Jackie Robinson, first African American 
baseball player in the major leagues, 
was born in 1919.




