
Orangeburg Massacre
O

n February 6, 1968, South Carolina State college students attempted to bowl at Orangeburg’s only bowling alley, the All-Star Bowling Lane. The owner refused, 
tensions escalated and violence erupted. When it ended, nine students and one city policeman received hospital treatment for injuries, while other students were treated 
at the college infirmary.

Two days later, on February 8, 1968, a fire truck was called to douse a bonfire lit by students on a street in front of the campus. State troopers — all of them white, with little 
training in crowd control — moved in to protect the firemen. As more than 100 students retreated inside the campus, a student tossed a banister rail, which struck a trooper 
in the face. He fell to the ground, bleeding. Five minutes later, almost 70 law enforcement officers lined the edge of the campus. They were armed with carbines, pistols, 
and shotguns.

Students began returning to watch as the bonfire 
was extinguished. A trooper fired several shots 
from his carbine into the air — apparently intended 
as warning shots. As other officers began firing, 
students fled in panic or dove for cover. By the time 
the shooting ended, three people were dead and 27 
injured, many of whom were shot in their back or 
side or even in the soles of their feet.

The three fatalities were Samuel Hammond, a 
freshman from Fort Lauderdale, FL; Henry Smith, a 
sophomore from Marion, SC; and Delano Middleton, 
a seventeen-year-old youth from Orangeburg.

Immediately following the incident, South Carolina 
National Guardsmen were sent to Orangeburg to 
prevent further acts of violence. Nine patrolmen were 
ultimately tried, and after pleading self-defense, 
acquitted. 
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Learn more about the people featured in this calendar at www.scafricanamerican.com.
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South Carolina African American History Calendar

Celebrates 25 Years. 2014

1834 – Henry McNeal Turner is born in Hannah 
Circuit near Newberry, SC

1961 – The South Carolina Council on Human 
Relations Student Council hosts its first student 
workshop at Allen University

1870 – African American lawyer Jonathan Jasper 
Wright is elected to the South Carolina Supreme 
Court during Reconstruction

1967 – Actor, comedian, and author Chris Rock was 
born in Andrews, SC

1909 – Georgetown, SC native William A. Sinclair, 
who was born enslaved in 1858 and who later 
earned a theology degree from Howard University, 
helps create the NAACP

1874 – Charlotta Amanda Bass, the first African 
American woman to run for national office as a Vice 
Presidential candidate was born in Sumter, SC

1960 – Allen University & Benedict College students 
begin to hold rallies to protest school & community 
(de)segregation

1969 – Black Students at the University of South 
Carolina burned a Confederate flag between the 
Russell House patio and the main library

1960 – John McCray wrote to Mayor Lester Bates 
requesting improved bus facilities after a visit 
to the Greyhound station on Blanding Street in 
Columbia, SC

1961 – Arrest of student demonstrators forces 
the Greyhound bus terminal in Columbia to serve 
customers equally

1963 – Supreme court rules in Edwards v. SC that 
civil disobedience is declared a legal act performed 
by citizens of the state to express grievances

1955 – NAACP lawyers file the lawsuit, Flemming v 
South Carolina Electric & Gas in response to Sarah 
Mae Flemming being expelled from a bus

1968 – Police officers opened fire during a 
demonstration on South Carolina State University’s 
campus in Orangeburg, SC. This event known as 
the Orangeburg Massacre left 28 students injured 
and three dead

GROUNDHOG DAY

1914 – Ernest E. Just, biologist, received the 
Spingarn Medal for pioneering research on 
fertilization and cell division


