In downtown Lake City, South Carolina, a poignant reminder of a tragic past stands tall - "The Lynching
of Frazier Baker." Frazier Baker, appointed as Lake City's first African American postmaster in 1897,
faced unyielding opposition from the white community. Despite enduring threats and attacks, Baker
bravely fulfilled his duties until tragedy befell him. Representative James E. Clyburn's endeavors to
honor Baker's memory have since galvanized courage and leadership in others.

During the Dedication Ceremony, elected officials and community members, including myself, convened
to acknowledge the town’s history while embracing a forward trajectory. Mayor Lovith Anderson, Jr.
underscored the significance of confronting the past, affirming, “The way to move forward is to admit
that it has happened, and then we can start our healing process.”

Clyburn's resolute commitment to progress transcends mere legislative endeavors. His advocacy for the
Affordable Care Act stands as a testament to his unwavering dedication to effecting transformative
change, prioritizing the well-being of millions of Americans despite fierce opposition and short-term
political considerations.

Reflecting on my own journey, | recall grappling with self-doubt and anxiety during my school years. The
narrative embodied by leaders like James E. Clyburn has profoundly influenced my conception of
authentic leadership, especially in my school.

A pivotal moment in my educational journey unfolded during my junior year of high school when | was
tasked with spearheading a fundraising initiative for a fellow student named Grace Anna. Grace Anna, a
member of the National Honor Society, required a service dog named Dublin to mitigate life-threatening
seizures and safely pursue her college education. However, the financial burden of acquiring Dublin, not
covered by insurance, posed a formidable obstacle for Grace Anna and her family.

Determined to effect change, my NHS team and | embarked on a rigorous three-week fundraising
campaign, mobilizing the entire community in our endeavor. Through perseverance and collaboration,
we exceeded our initial fundraising goal, amassing $758.25 in funds.

The day Grace Anna welcomed Dublin into her life marked a triumph for us all. Witnessing the tangible
impact of our efforts in enabling her to pursue her educational aspirations filled us with profound pride
and fulfillment.

As | observed students, parents, and community members converging to support our cause, |
experienced an overwhelming sense of pride and achievement. In that moment, | recognized the true
essence of leadership - not in grandiose gestures or accolades, but in the everyday actions and decisions
that inspire collective progress.

Inspired by Clyburn's example, | have endeavored to advocate for positive change within my school and
community. | aspire to embody the ethos of courage and leadership instilled by figures such as him.

His narratives serve as guiding lights of hope and inspiration, illustrating the transformative potential of
courage and leadership in surmounting adversity and effecting positive change within communities.



